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gate of St. Ouen.    It runs as follows: "The French
Government requests us to permit the passage of their
troops through St. Ouen.    This lies within the neutral
zone, where the presence of both armies is forbidden by
the Convention of the 28th of January.    In order to
enable us to agree to this we should be convinced that
any arrangements we may come to with the French
Government would be carried out by the latter.    This
conviction has been shaken by the dilatoriness of the
French in the fulfilment of previous obligations, and by
certain indications of a tendency to place an arbitrary
interpretation, contrary to their true sense, upon stipula-
tions that are now in force.    The French Government
is in arrears with the greater part of the money payable
for the maintenance of our troops, with the release of
German prisoners of war, and with the issue of clear
and peremptory instructions to the Governors of the
Colonies and the Commanders of the naval stations in
Eastern Asia for the suspension of hostilities.     The
disposition to put a construction upon agreements which
they never had, as well as to extend and override them
without an understanding with us, is betrayed by the
collection of 140,000 troops, where they are only justi-
fied in having 100,000; in the attempt to reduce the
war indemnity by making payments below par; and in
what, to my astonishment, appears to be the manifesta-
tion of a desire for the commencement of the evacuation
of the districts occupied by us.    If the French Govern-
ment should really assert that we are bound, upon the
payment  of the first  half milliard,   and before the
conclusion   of   a   definitive   peace,   to   any   sort   of
evacuation,  that  circumstance  would  destroy all my
confidence  in  its loyalty, as  during the negotiations
no other view was  ever held than that a definitive